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F[t{GMliiG; A $lllHf$F
Mffi{}Ift

(Ht tfliGMrl{G)
(00c|l - fl0lrc l{0ilG-cllllll-[tt8l|ll!)
A Nil t'i i ls/ trt,nh |ilnR/|rn rv

Piclub !r'sclldir
lLlrgK..l.or s.r'i 'r. l.l\ediirepodul
tr:, zl,u rhr, rhn Rikun. al, prod(ds,
linn.Pr.i ! ener, l,in F:r.

Directed br 1{ s Bnr!.l-r'ne'r l.oor
riisild !niro). \\nnsj adto\ tr(lrn K|r'li!i
{irnd, shen Jirytr g. Re t$ed .t
(i.n s Filn Ferlival (ljftn Anniver
si!- TnDdies), I{r' ls. 2ur?. Hurms

fiy {l$fkn hfi*itil. fll

l.i ii ',; ith liltlally a single-
r:,ii ir,; an{a *t-up and ab-
ril r:i' $lute attention Daid to a

soman who sutuived the horor

of Mao's China, Wang Bing con
tirues his tun as one of the
world's supreme doc filmmak-
eft with "Fenenine: A Chine*
Memoir." While his dtraordi
nary cpic, "West of the Tracks,"
traced the d€slfr.tion of a city's
induslrial rcne and the for.ed
relocation of thouends of resi
d.nts, n@ pic is s.aled in oppo-
site fashion - intimate, mini-
malist, nedly privatc, as tom€r
jounalist and teacher H€ Feng
ming descnbes in vividly paitful
detail how her life in the revolu-
tion hrmed into a 30-]cd night-
mare. P.ospects point to sp€cial
izd trcatment at mair fesis, but
vid is where pic will really staad

Fergmirg'st6rimon) deet)lJ
l)ersoml ar.lsubjcctive l.on start
to ii sh and spudng Lhe kel
dccad N dufn,g M!o's efa canbc
lo(l ,s r Chinese oral historr
equilalenr of Alcrndcl Solzhedl
s:''n\ "Thc {iuLrs Afthi|elago."
Thc n,jrstnt .f Fengningb er!€
ricncc is l)erlrrfs greater than

Solzhcnitsln's. l,o$ e!er, sjrce shc
rvrs s*eti u! as an apolitical nrno-
ceni in Lhe \rate ofurc "uti-righi
isl" camlaignofthc l$1{)s, tll en
dured pndshm.nt ud labor camt s
orh bccluse sle Nas ihe xiti of{
jonrnalist cdtic of the .ouirr''s
gf otriDg bureaucr.itrc sif uciure.

lvang opcns pn, n)ll(^r iry leng
ming down a sno$J {alh\,al io
hcr alirtfteni. Once seated in hcr
modcst lilinA room, thc ddo_ly
bul exceltionalh durahle ivoman
talks io \rangs camen for trealll
thrcc houN, rruth ofit in Fal timc.
'I'he stiategt, urough rcsohtcLl
non combercial bt nnl meNure.
places thc c$cl in r lumble drd
recepiivc losiLir)n as Fengmirg\
guesi iakiq jn ar exccdionrlll
lue form of sto{.telling.

Dfeamirg of nticndn,g L.nzhou
U., Xonng I. engmirg $as aboui io
bc(ome ! full'time siudent \trer
the 11148 r€\.olntion srept across
Chila. Feeling thc ronihtulend,u
siasm of thc olothro$. r)f a cd
nlt rcgimc rnd the lihmjse of a
nc{' \niiety, Fengmirg happilt

joinql ihe re!olution rnd. likc
n,st d lier coht.nFos,l.ft school
to \Lofk- Postd N r {ribe nD the
maiof drilr ulx, n, ilie lrolincjal
citr of Crnsu, Fengming covcrcd
local stdies a!.1 saincd cnonsh

r0r$ith superio$ to bc.ssigne.l
to rcpoft on a mrriin rgfidtural

'llnil)les legan at the start of
M!o's campaign to ciri.izi hu'
reaucrac)', a long Chincs,, rndjiion
ihat he licwcd $ stifliq rhe de
nocratn: tDienLial in his bnmd of
ommunistu. Fengming's husbrnd.
Jingchao, nmre a iiank rnd
scauring essat in tan{led widr
Mao's posiinrn, but this, lombine.l
with i\rr rldiiional polemical es
srls, Ianded hin ir such disl:L!,,
$jih lea.lirg pai.t1 c.dl.s iLrr hc
became a p.imc rrlgel ii the anti

l,ikf ! lrelursor ofthe 0uhural
Rcvrlulion, the anti righr molc
nieni ultirnatclr .nsnard ,trer a
halfmillion citizcns, r)sr hard
$orking rnd l,)t!l to Lhe regnre,
but nnf,ftunitely li*ed to othc.s

rxfe loliricilll incorcct. lh{r ile-
iail ofd.sciltnl Nnil,ler)d, ol rc
llection Fcngn,i,,g sfjls throush
hcl oul men)ir suggests that shc
hN tol(l ilis sfra\rlilg ston mlny
iines before. but thc 1!(t tlirt she
nrell stops 1or N brcrLh i.(iiciles
ho{ hc} anger tue\ l,cf€tre41,

|cngmn,g atrd Jingchao rcrc
innrl gtrjltJ of 'lightist nrnld!
cies" drl sent ni diffo?nl ]!b.r
eamF. scBraiing them li)m Lheir
childirn. l'h. rraged] onll mounts
iiom Lhefe: Her numercus cforts
tu .eunjte siur Jirgahao. thrs rt
remt,ts to reolcn hcr .ase, con
sume decadcs of her lile iri ihe
camps. Bnr it's LLe e\efldat as
pecis, ini,luding simpll tryirg to
get cnough to eat, ih{t rit rt the

Pic's cenr.dl i|agedl is lreng
njng giining permission tu ll)rve
ihe camp io tai{e cde of the
d.atnll ill Jingchao, but rcachins
his cam! too latc.  lheendolui is
story hatt)ens se!eral Ieds latcr
in tlc earlt 1990s, irhiin t,,ng'
rnnrg - noir frcql dd rchabili
tat{rl .elDned \rith otre of hcr
sons to lhe sit. of ihc crrit)s ir)
n,ucl nir Jilgchao's gfur..
Thongh his nrme l,a(l l,een
m'led 0n a nore positioncl rt
hn grale. thc passage ol inne
cewl rllsigr 0I Lhe rlarkings-

Wl,ile [hnS\ lilm ma]. strikc
soDe as b€ilg non cincm:rtn'nr lhe
e\trrmc, iis rd-! str)icjsm seems
jlst the dghr ud rcslectftrl fi1m
nrknig alfroach, whilc atso m{fk-
ing a lfolocarirclr &!ln!l i).e!k
sith thc bfcadth rnd erFnse of
"\\i st ofLIe l\lcks. '

Col.,r rid procds is cx!rcsrl.t''
loirer g1rde, an.] thc pfcdrn'n'lnl
nedium shoiis broken ufbJ occa
sjonnlqunkfldes and culs to bdef
dose'ulF. Whjle vie$'ers of Djc in
hornevid rvill bc tcmried n) lruse
1br br.aks, ihe exFrience of a
ronstor rie\ring reaN enornous


